Issues in the epidemiology of melanoma.
Malignant melanoma imposes a considerable public health burden. Both incidence and mortality have increased many fold over the past several decades, although current trends suggest possible change in the prior patterns. Etiologic factors have been established, of which the most important is intense sun exposure. Primary prevention and early detection are both potentially critical in reducing the burden of melanoma. Much remains to be clarified in our management of this disorder on a population basis, and methodologic difficulties are plentiful. The potential for substantial reductions in melanoma mortality requires that we address the difficulties so that maximally effective public health initiatives may be undertaken.